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Introduction

David Langlet

Welcome to the thirty-fourth regular issue of the Nordic Environmental Law Jour-
nal (NELJ). This issue comprises two articles. Both are longer than the average 
NELJ article and both are concerned with issues that are more or less new to the 
journal.

In “Waste of Food and the case of the Swedish Environmental Code – An ana-
lysis of the possibilities to reduce food waste with the support of environmental 
legislation” Jonas Christensen, Mattias Eriksson, and Ingrid Strid, look at the role 
of law in preventing food waste. More specifically, they analyse how the Swedish 
Environmental Code can best be used to reduce the amount of waste in the food 
supply chain. The issue of food waste is viewed as one of waste prevention and 
resource management rather than of regulating waste.

The Environmental Code is found to be useful, e.g. by requiring everyone to 
prevent the waste of resources and by obliging professional activities to use best 
available techniques for this purpose. At the same time, the Code is not designed 
to take into account all relevant aspects of the food chain, including food safety 
requirements. The authors therefore recognise the need for specific rules, adapted 
to the circumstances of the food chain, to complement the Code.

This is followed by Harsh Vardhan Bhati’s article “Energy Sustainability in 
UNESCO World Heritage Cities: On the Local and National Implementation of 
International Law in Visby (Sweden), Jaipur (India), and Bath (United Kingdom)”. 
As the title implies, it engages with legal and governance challenges at the in-
tersection of heritage conservation and energy sustainability in World Heritage 
cities. More specifically, it examines how Sweden, India, and the United Kingdom 
implement the 1972 World Heritage Convention in light of legal commitments to 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions by studying how heritage protection is balanced 
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with climate mitigation and adaptation in three World Heritage cities. The study 
identifies a high degree of legal and policy dynamics in how global obligations 
are localized in specific urban heritage contexts. While all three cities are found 
to align with international frameworks, they differ significantly in how this is ac-
complished.


